
Impac ul Statements 

Distal Radius Fractures 
 

An impac ul recommenda on is one that offers the poten al for current evidence to 
change care offered to pa ents. This influence can be due to one or more of the            
following: 

 Evidence highligh ng current varia ons in care that were previously unsupported by 
evidence 

 Current evidence suppor ng a significant difference or change from current clinical  
prac ce or previously held "gold standard” care 

The following impac ul statements are based on 
the Management of Distal Radius Fractures Evi-
denced-Based Clinical Prac ce Guideline: 

1. Arthroscopic assistance should not used when 
trea ng distal radius fractures as it does not lead to 
improved pa ent outcomes 

2. Opera ve treatment of distal radius fractures is not 
indicated for geriatric and low demand pa ents 
(usually defined by age >65) for the purpose of im-
proving long term pa ent outcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following guideline recommenda ons are the 
basis of the impac ul statements: 

1. Inconsistent evidence suggests no difference in    
outcomes between use of arthroscopic assistance 
and no arthroscopic assistance when trea ng        
pa ents for distal radius fractures 

2. Strong evidence suggests that opera ve      
treatment for geriatric pa ents (most commonly 
defined in studies as 65 years of age and older) 
does not lead to improved long-term pa ent 
reported outcomes compared to non-opera ve 
treatment 


