
AAOS OrthoPitch Contest Rules 
 
AAOS OrthoPitch (the “Contest”) allows par�cipants (“Par�cipants”) to showcase new and disrup�ve medical 
technologies in the orthopaedics field. Please read the following Contest Rules (the “Rules”) in their en�rety 
before entering the Contest. Par�cipants should not enter the Contest unless they agree to these Rules.  
1. No purchase necessary to enter the Contest.  
 
2. Eligibility: The Contest is open to Par�cipants who are at least eighteen (18) years of age and the legal age of 
majority in their jurisdic�on of legal residence at the �me of entry, and who submit a complete applica�on per 
the Applica�on Submission Criteria iden�fied by AAOS (a “Submission”). Employees of AAOS and their immediate 
family members, or anyone with whom they are domiciled are not eligible to win and receive a prize. The Contest 
is void where prohibited or restricted by law, and is subject to all federal, state, and local laws and regula�ons.  
 
3. Timing: The Contest commences on May 1, 2024 or when applica�ons open, and ends a�er a winner is 
chosen at the AAOS 2025 Annual Mee�ng. See website contest pages for more specific �melines.  
 
4. How to Enter: To enter the Contest, Par�cipants must provide a complete Submission via 
htps://form.jo�orm.com/232914776072057.  
 
5. Intellectual Property: By entering the Contest, Par�cipants represent and warrant that (a) they are the 
owner/creator of the Submission, and any presenta�on provided as part of the Contest, (b) Par�cipants own or 
have sufficiently and validly licensed in wri�ng 100% of all rights to the product described in the Submission, (c) 
the product described in the Submission does not infringe any third party proprietary, intellectual property, 
industrial property, personal rights or other rights, including without limita�on, copyright, trademark, publicity 
right, patent, trade secret or confiden�ality obliga�on; or otherwise violate any applicable law, and (d) the 
product described in the Submission requires no addi�onal permissions rela�ng to the copyright, patent, or 
trademark/trade dress. Par�cipants agree not to submit any product that (a) infringes any third-party 
proprietary, intellectual property, industrial property, personal rights or other rights, including without limita�on, 
copyright, trademark, publicity right, patent, trade secret or confiden�ality obliga�on; (b) breaches any contract 
with any third party; or (c) otherwise violates applicable law.  
 
6. Winner Selec�on, Judging Criteria, and Winner No�fica�on: Submissions will undergo up to three rounds of 
review/judging, based on criteria and using a scoring system as set forth on the website contest page �tled 
“Applica�on Criteria & Review Process.” Par�cipants understand and agree that, if selected as a finalist or winner, 
they will be acknowledged as such during the AAOS 2025 Annual Mee�ng, and that Par�cipants’ names and 
Submission informa�on may be used in promo�ons regarding the AAOS 2025 Annual Mee�ng or future AAOS 
Annual Mee�ngs, and for any other purpose reasonably related to this Contest as determined by AAOS.  
 
A winner will be selected during the AAOS 2025 Annual Mee�ng. The winner will be no�fied by phone, mail 
and/or e-mail within 48 hours of judging. In the event that the winner does not comply with these Rules that 
selec�on shall be void with no further obliga�on to that winner, and an alternate Par�cipant may be selected 
from the remaining finalists. AAOS will announce the winner of the contest before the end of the 2025 AAOS 
Annual Mee�ng.  
 
7. Prize and Value: See website contest pages for current prize details, which will be provided by third-party 
sponsors or supporters. No cash subs�tu�ons or equivalents for the prize(s) will be permited. However,  
 



 
sponsors/supporters reserve the right to subs�tute a prize of equal or greater value in the event that the prize(s) 
becomes unavailable. Federal, state and local taxes on the prize(s) are solely the responsibility of the winner. The 
winner may be required to provide third-party sponsors or supporters with valid social security number(s) or tax 
iden�fica�on number(s) before the prize(s) will be awarded for tax repor�ng purposes. An IRS Form 1099 may be 
issued in the name of the winner for the actual value of the prize(s) received.  
 
8. Dates & Deadlines/An�cipated Number of Par�cipants: AAOS reserves the right, in addi�on to those other 
rights reserved herein, to modify any date(s) or deadline(s) set forth in these Rules or otherwise governing the 
Contest. AAOS cannot accurately predict the number of Par�cipants who will par�cipate in the Contest.  
 
9. Name of Contest Winner/Official Rules Requests. For the name of the winner or a copy of these Rules, please 
contact Ryan Pezold at pezold@aaos.org.  
 
10. Release and Indemnifica�on: By par�cipa�ng in the Contest, Par�cipants agree to release, discharge, 
indemnify and hold harmless AAOS and its directors, officers, employees, agents, successors and assigns 
(“Released Par�es”) from and against any and all claims, liability, costs (including atorneys’ fees), losses, 
damages, fines or injuries of any kind arising out of or related to: (i) par�cipa�on in the Contest; (ii) any 
acceptance, possession, misuse or use of the prize(s); (iii) the Released Par�es’ viola�on of rights of publicity or 
privacy, claims of defama�on or portrayal in a false light or based on any claim of infringement of intellectual 
property; and (iv) any typographical, human or other error in the prin�ng, offering, selec�on, opera�on or 
announcement of any Contest ac�vity and/or prize.  
 
11. Publicity Authoriza�on. Subject to applicable law, Par�cipants hereby agree that their names, likeness, 
photographs, Submissions, and any photographs or video taken by or for AAOS or provided by Par�cipant in 
connec�on with the Contest can be used, without compensa�on, for adver�sing, promo�onal and/or publicity 
purposes in connec�on with the Contest, in all forms of media and by any and all means and media (now and 
herea�er known, including but not limited to Orthopaedic Video Theater), and on and in connec�on with related 
products, services, adver�sing and promo�onal materials (now known or herea�er developed), worldwide, in 
perpetuity, without any obliga�on, or no�ce.  Par�cipants give up all rights of inspec�on or approval of any 
recorded video and/or images and irrevocably release all claims or demands related to use or publica�on of 
recorded video and/or images. AAOS owns all rights to products developed which may include recorded video 
and/or images, but AAOS is not obligated to use recorded video and/or images. If selected as a finalist, 
Par�cipants agree to assist in crea�ng a promo�onal video in advance of the AAOS 2025 Annual Mee�ng, which 
shall be subject to the terms of this paragraph.  
 
12. Disclosure Forms. Par�cipants agree to submit an up-to-date disclosure form, and to no�fy AAOS if any 
informa�on materially changes during the course of the Contest.  
 
13. Informa�on Submited. By entering this Contest and voluntarily providing personal informa�on (including, 
but not limited to name, age, address, telephone number and email address) (collec�vely "Par�cipant 
Informa�on"), Par�cipants consent and agree to AAOS’s collec�on and use of the Par�cipant Informa�on to 
administer this Contest, and to comply with applicable laws and regula�ons. Par�cipants acknowledge and agree 
that as part of the Submission process they may opt out of having their Par�cipant Informa�on included in an 
applicant list provided to Orthopitch sponsors and supporters. However, if a Par�cipant is selected as a finalist, 
AAOS will provide Par�cipant Informa�on to sponsors for the limited purpose of evalua�ng Submissions and 
preparing for the event at the AAOS 2025 Annual Mee�ng. Par�cipant Informa�on is subject to AAOS’s website 
terms of use and privacy policy.  
 



14. Miscellaneous. By entering the Contest, Par�cipants agree to be bound by these Rules (which may be 
updated at any �me in AAOS’s sole discre�on) and the decisions of AAOS, which are final on all maters rela�ng 
to the Contest. AAOS, in its sole discre�on, may disqualify any Par�cipant that is found to have tampered in any 
way with the opera�on of the Contest. AAOS reserves the right to abbreviate, terminate, modify, or suspend the 
Contest at any �me for any reason or no reason, in its sole discre�on and judgment. The invalidity or 
unenforceability of any provision of these Rules will not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision. 
In the event that any provision of the Rules is determined to be invalid or otherwise unenforceable or illegal, the 
other provisions will remain in effect and will be construed in accordance with their terms as if the invalid or 
illegal provision were not contained herein. AAOS’s failure to enforce any term of these Rules will not cons�tute a 
waiver of that provision. The Contest is governed by the laws of the State of Illinois, to the extent permited by 
law.  


